TITHE COMPOSITION AND TITHE RELIEF (IRELAND) 
LOANS REMISSION. 



RETURN to an Order of tlie Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 1 1 July 1881 

COPY “of Letter from the Treasury to the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, dated the 22nd day of December 1880, on the subject 
of Remitting the Tithe Composition and Tithe Relief Loans due 
from Ireland to the Exchequer.” 



Treasury Chambers, 1 
n July 1881. / 



F. CAVENDISH. 



Letter from the Treasury to the Chief Secretary for Ireland. 



Sir, 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to 
request you to call the attention of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to two 
loans advanced out of the Imperial Exchequer for the service of Ireland, which 
have been outstanding for a very long period of time. 

The issues on account of the first of these loans were made under the authority 
of the Acts 4 Geo. 4, c. 99, and 2 &. 3 Will. 4, c. 119, the first of which was 
passed in 1823 in order to diminish controversy respecting the collection of 
tithes in Ireland. 

In order to defray .the expenses of the Act the Lord Lieutenant was autho- 
rised by the 51st section to direct advances from the Consolidated Fund to the 
extent of 300,000/.; advances were accordingly made to 2,345 different 
parish(!S, extending over the period from 1824 to 1844, and were expended in 
remunerating the Commissioners appointed under the Act to assess and applet 
the sums to be paid by the several occupiers and owners. 

Two Commissioners appear to have been appointed in most cases, one by the 
incumbent or tithe-owner, and the other by the vestry, and their remuneration 
was limited to 30 s. a day and actual travelling e.xpenses. The incumbent or 
tithe-owner was to repay, at such time and in such manner as the Lord Lieu- 
tenant should direct, the sum advanced out of the Consolidated Fund for the 
remuneration, &c. of his Commissioner, and the owners or occupiers were to 
repay, by yearly instalments of one-fifth, the sum advanced out of the Con- 
solidated Fund for the remuneration, &c., of the Commissioner appointed by the 
vestry. No interest was charged on the advances. 

Repayments commenced in 1826, but appear to have ceased in 1831, when 
the tithe disturbances took place. 

s. d. 

The total sum advanced amounted to - - 279,451 2 7 

. The Repayments to ----- 51,724 6 6 

There is therefore outstanding a sum of - £. 227,726 16 1 



The second loan was made under the Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 100, which 
empowered the Treasury to issue Exchequer Bills to the amount of 1,000,000 /., 
in order to avoid the necessity of collecting tithes in Ireland in the year 1833, and 
to provide for the recovery of the arrears of the preceding year. Any person 
entitled to tithes might apply to the Lord Lieutenant for relief under this Act, and 
324. ■ if 
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if he established his claim, an advance might be made to Mm repayable in 
five years -without interest. ‘ ^ 

In pursuance of these provisions there was 

issued a sum of - - - * - 640,000 

while a sum of - 260,000 

-was applied to the arrears of compositions 

for 1834-37- 

Total - - - 900,000 



No part of this sum has been repaid. The Exchequer Bills issued for the 
nuTDOse of these advances were funded under the authority of 2 & 3 Viet. c. 97, 
s. 17, together with 31,862 Z. 105. forinterest; 1.018,448 Z. l5..1cZ. of stock 
was created for that purpose, and the debt has been stated at that figure {see 
Finance Accounts, 1879-80, p. 94). But it is a question whether the debt isnot 
more correctly stated at the amount actually issued in sterling, and without 

addition for interest. . 

As recently as 1875 these two loans formed the subject ot correspondence 
between the Treasury and the Irish Government. , , c 

In a letter to the Chief Secretary dated the 26th August 1875, the then Board ot 
Treasury mentioned them in conjunction with various other outstanding loans, 
the greater part of which have been subsequently remitted by Parliament, and 
statSi their opinion that the amounts outstanding on these heads should he 
taken into consideration wlien the distribution of the surplus of the property ot 
the Irish Church is ripe for the decision.of the Government. 

Upon this point his Grace the Lord I.ieutenant (13th September 1875) 
reserved his opinion. , . r 

My Lords have no hesitation in asserting that these loans ought to iprm a 
charge on the Irish Church surplus. Parliament authorised, in a grave emer- 
gency. advances of money from the Exchequer for the benefit of the Irish 
Church ; but it authorised these advances solely as a loan, and -with the evident 
intention and expectation that they would be repiiid. They have not been 
repaid and it can hardly be disputed that, on the dissolution of the connection 
between the Stf.te and the Church, they remain a projier charge on the property 
of that Church, in the interest and for the benefit of which they were made. 

My Lords consider it their duty to be vigilant in vindicating the right of 
the Stare in such cases, otherwise grants of public money would practically be 
obtained when Parliament had no intention of making such grants. Ihe 
Treasury therefore, proposed to put forward a claim in respect of those two 
loans whenever the ultimate disposal of the Irish Church surplus should be 
under consideration. But in the meantime charges have been made upon the 
Church Fund for education purposes in Ireland, and in the course of last year 
Parliament authorised advances out of that Fund for relief works to the extent 

of 1,500,000 Z. , 1 r , 

This last charge, in addition to the others, mortgages the surplus for so long 
a time as practically to exclude for the present the question of ultimate dis- 
posal and my Lords have in consequence taken into their consideration the 
nearer question whether it is desirable to keep open claims, which have been 
now outstanding for nearly half a century, and which, if now admitted, could 
rot come into course of liquidation for at least another quarter of a century. 

Thev come to the conclusion that, in the present altered state of circum- 
stances' they will he justified in' asking Parliament, if his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant concurs, to remit tlie debt, but in taking this determination they 
wish it to be understood and recorded that my Lords have been led to postpone, 
to the extent of having to forego, a debt which was a legitimate prior charge on 
the Church Fund, in order that that Fund might become available to raise 
capital sums for present Irish purposes. 

My Lords would be glad to receive his Excellency s observations as early as 
convenient, as, in the event of his concurring, they v’ould wish to have the Bill 
authorising remittance drafted without delay. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) F. Cavendish. 
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